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< Abstract>

The Ontological Place of Eternal Objects

Pk, 3ang Teelfonesi Insfitte oF |:’|'i|-c:e¢t::n|::uh‘;.rj

A, N, Whitehead, in his mosmology, considers permanence and
flug as two fundamental elements of reality. In this repard,
Whitehead introduces efernal objects and actusl enfities in the
cateporeal scheme of the philosophy of orpanism. Actual enfities
are fhe cofepory of existence representing dynamic process
while eternal objecte represent stafic etepnitw. Actual enfities
and efernal objects, for him, stand out with exfreme finality
among the ofther cafepories of existence.

In the cafepories of explamation, however, Whifehead saye
that actual entities are the only resson. He colls this cofepory
of explanation the ‘onfolopical princple’. According fo the
onfological princple, to search for fhe reason iz fo search for
ope or more actual entifies If we seriously fake the onfologicsl
principle inte consdeprafion, we shall admit thaf efernal objects
are not the final facts in the philosophy of erpamism. Therefore,
with pood reason, we have to sk what place efernal objects
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hawe in the philosophy of orpanism. This paper aims to answer
the question of the ontolopical place of efernal objects.

For the purposes of this paper, first 1 explore the
interpretations of efernal objects which Whiteheadian scholars
have adopted. Becond, I ewvaluabe those interpretefions in the
pontext of the philesophy of organism. Third, as an alfernative
to those interprefafions, [ propose a new inferprefation of
efernal objects.

In his arficle “Whiteheads Doctrine of Efemmal Objects and
Ite Imterpretations”, B F. Kemnmedy classfies three proups of
inferpretafions of efernal objecfe—Plafonic, funcfional, and
parity. As such dassificafion is helpful in reviewing the
interprefations of efermal objects, this project follows his
cateporization.

Accopding to Kermedy, the Plotonic wiew of efernal objects
can be found in meny of Whiteheads writings. This view has
the advantage of understanding the nafure of efernal objects,
gapecidly the objective species of efernal objects and the redm
of efernal objects. Bub this inferpretation collides with the
onfological prindple because £ assumes the supposition that
eternal objects are active agents. Moreover, as examined in E.
Pols's critique, it cammet prevent us from sesing Whitehead's
philosophy of organism as entadling divine determinism,

By confrast, the Awmctionsl view of efernal objects is an
opposite interprefation to the Plafonic view. This inferpretation
deeerte that actual enfifies are the only reasons for all efemal
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objects. Thus it doesm’t hawe the problems that fthe Platonic
wiew of efernal objects faces. It succeeds in  explaining
subjective species of efernal objects in terms of the ontological
principle. But it fals in elucidafing the necessary and
afemporal nature of eternal objects.

Regarding the parity view, I Leclerds inferpretafion is wery
surcessful in fully elucidating the nature of efernal objects. He
maintains that efernal objects in actual entifies are the only
mode that we can encounter in our immedisfe experience. He
adwocates that efernal objecte are metaphweically necessary and
afemporal. Buf the mefaphveical franscendence of eferns]
objects, in ferms of the onfolopical principles, muet depend on
Whiteheads concept of God as a single actual entify. However,
the consequent and superjective nature of God js nof coberent
with other components in the philesophy of orpanism.

As these three approaches to the jssue fail, I propose a new
wvorsion of the interpretation of efernal objects. This new
version follows fhe direction of the functional wiew, because
oply this view does nob wollide with the ontoloegical prindple.
But this view has difficulty in elucidafing the necessary and
atemporal nafure of eternal objects To eliminate this difficulty,
the new wversion emphasizes three of Whitehead's critical
poncepte—the relational essemce of efernal objerts, the epochal
theory of time, and the exfensive confinuum

This interpretafion can explain the necessary and afemporal
nature of efernal objecte. Also, it & coberent with the ofher
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parts of the philosophy of organism. In condusion, the new
inferprefation of efemal objects solwes the problem of the
ontological plage of efernal objects. This mweans fthat the
philosophy of orgamism functions well with fewer comcepts than
Whitehead emploved.
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Whitehead's and Hegel's Epistemology

Yorg Cu=Sork Ueungeondt Ressorch |retite)

The problem of comifion in Hepels and Whitehead's
philosophy & closely relafed fo ontology, mefaphweics, and
pesmology. Both do net accept fized enfities and therefore,
vepard relafionship and flow, process and movement ae of preaf
importance. Anofher common pround is that both consider their
philosophy as specdative, but in an wo-conwentional  sense.
Unlike the common nofion thet speculafive philosophy s only
impractical theory, Hepel and Whitehead present philesephies
that inwvolve both theoretical and practical dimensions

The differenice befween fheir speculafive philosophies,
howewer, s that Whitehead understands whole fields of culfure
as the swope of philesophy and confends that by way of
interprefing that scope of fact, a creafive advancement of
civilization can be affained. Hepel, by confrast, assserts thaf
specilative philosophy i his own philossphical syetem which
disggnoses the “disesse of oupr fime”, poinfing ouf human
upiderstan dings and ways of fhinking that do pot recopnize
thinge as finife.
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A Study on Creativity in Whitehead’s
Rhythm of Education

Fark, Hou forg Uriversty Wieoorein —fodison)

This paper endeavors to articulate the characfer of Creativity
in Whiteheads Bhythm of Educafion. Whiteheads notion of
thvthm' presents repefitive, drodative, and transformative
Eraite in his philesophic svstem, and he is eager to explain the
way of learning in this methodology. The idea of ‘the Rhythm
of Educafion’ originates from the concept of Teeling' in lhis
metaphwsical oosmology, which he elaborates in Process and
Beality, He explains the circulative process of ‘feeling as
‘responsive phase, ‘supplemental sfape’, and safisfaction’, and
he alse compares this cirocodf fo the sfapes of human nafure
guch  ag, respectively, imetinct, infellipence, and  wizdom.
Whitehead has an understanding of the cosmic sysfem as an
opganic and propressve world, Whitehead also emphaszes the
rhythmic circolation of Romance - Precsion - Generalization’ in
learming. This rhythmic droulation corresponds fo each stage of
the ‘feeling, ‘responsive phase’, ‘supplemental stage, and
‘safisfaction’.
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Whitehead's mefaphysice premises an active, propressive, and
creafive world, not a static, mechanistic world, because it is an
organic view of the cosmos He explaine this process as mutua)
tramsaction of ‘Conwrescence’ and Transtion’. ‘Concrescence’ is
the process of making new actual entities from ofher actual
entities, the stream of process succeeding from the composition
of particular existents. Transtion’ i& a chanpe from particular
existent to paprticular existent, and the sfream of delefion of
process  in the completion of a parficular edstent This
wmplementary relatedness makes for the BEhythm of Creafivity
with the power of process {poncrescence) and the delefion of
process {frapsifion). Lasfly, Whitehead appliss this concept of
creafivity fo education as a princple of leaming, and this is
The Bhythm of Education’

Whitehead's thythm of romance, precsion, and peneralization
pould be otherwise called ‘Bhythmic Education’ It means that
learming is  always mofivated from  curlesity for koowing
{Romance), requires discipline, deill, or exercise to master the
skill or knowledge {(Precision), and adjusts what is learned to
its scheme {Generalization), repeating the cycle again. Therefore
learning & nof a efafic, passive, or linear function, but a
mobile, active, and circulative process for survival in the
posmos.  Learning s o creafive product of the rhythm of
educafion. Whitehead piwes us a clear understanding of learming
and  eduocation with the help of his orpanic philosophy of
process,
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The Cultural Meaning of Scientific
Theology

Jecn, Byung i (Carholic University of Doegu?

Boenfific theology has been discussed as part of medern
olfore oripinafing in the sdenfific ape. In the development of
soientific theology, people premise three conditions. The first
pondition s that modermn scence is completed, the second is the
behavior of the universe explained in the “Big Bamg™*Bip
Crunch” theory; the third & the definifion of human beings as
chemical machines or like Ftrong AL These three conditions are
based on the resulfs and theories of modern sclence, especially
gquantum mechanics and peneral relativity,

When fheir theories are examined from fhe perspective of
Whitehead's philosophy, they result in the idea that wariables
womposed of theoretical equations in phwsics are efernal objects
sprupg from the perceptive mode of presentafional immedacy.
It means that their fheories carmof find the direct knowledge
that oonstitufes ‘causal efficary’. Causal efficary is wery
important in our feeling of life. Also it is inferesting in this
ponnection to nofe that the time-ssymmetry originates from this
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mode, which is the end or roof of am orpanism, and the
interacting mode of organism and envirenment.

Thus scientific theology i& poverned by the logic which
constructe cybetepare. Cyberspace has the properties of accuracy
and reappearance. The conferporary world and symmetrical
time are required for the accuracy and repetifion of cyberspace.
Since moedern people enjoy  cyberspage which s based on
Newtonian mechanics, as long as they understand Newton as a
theist or apprecisfe Whiteheads orpanic theory, sdentific
theology will find a place v modern culture.
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