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<Ahgiract>

Speculation as ‘Adventures of Ildeas’

MM, Chang Obk Kwangweon University)

A task of Whiteheadian philosophy is fo challenpe warious
abstract ideas which have dominantly influenced human
thoughts, He uses fwo methods fo approach this fask, one of
which & imaginative  generaliastion, and  the ofher s
mbionalization. Imaginative generalimtion is like fthe flight of
deroplane’  which sfeme from fhe pround of  parficedar
obeervations. If throws light on the consistent and persistent
elements in our experiences which we can, otherwise, never
discover through the method of difference. Whitehead ferms
such 2 peneralization the absfraction from actuality', which is
analogous to Plafo's anaysis. Rationalimtion systematizes the
ultimate peneral ideas which are the producte of abstraction
from actuality in a coberent and consistent manner. This
method is termed ‘the sbstraction from possbility, that could
be reparded as a class of synthesis, and the concept & in
ponfrast to Plates analvsis.

Whitehead constricts hie cosmological scheme by making full
use of these two methods, and his criticsms on the fraditional
abstract ideas are reasomed by such a scheme In this resped,
Ms specalation of ‘adventures of idess defies the wificsm that
it is out of the modes of Western thoughts.
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Corelation of Principles
in Whitehead’s Categories of Explanation

|, Toe—Ho Cothehie Lriversty of Doagu)

Co-relation of principles in Whitehead's Cafegaries of Ezplanation
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The Unification of the Efficient Covse and the Final
Cawse in the Philosophy of Organism

PARK, Sorg—Toe (onsei University)

It & an  indisputable fact thaf this wotld shows ifs
omplicated  solidarity and its confinual fluency fo  our
experiences. Perhaps this stafement about our experiences is
the most penersl aod, at the same fime, a radical one
Howewer, this apparent fact about the world has not been fully
investipated as an actonomous field in the history of Western
philesophy. It has always been perceived as an uninfellipible
puzzle. This is possbly because the fraditional Western
philosophiss have been seeking for the fundamental princples
that is self-sufficient, if not complacent. Consequently, this may
hawe led the Western philosophies to avert their atfention from
this evident fact that our wotld i& a complicatedly solidarity
and continually fluent.

A, N. Whitehead is one of the firsf philosophers to address
this issue. He had an infuition of this fact in his immediafe
experiences, and he nurtured the idea throuphout his thinking
process tmfil he eventually explicated his conceptualization in
Process and Beality in which he infroduced d5{or 47) distinct
catepories. In Prooess and Reality, Whitehead affempts fo fuse
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the two dominant cosmologies in the history of the Western
philosophy: the cosmelogy of Plato's Timacus and the cosmology
of the 17th Cenfury. His new cosmwlogy {which i& often
referred fo as the philosophy of organism) is the resulf of
wnfusion of the fwo cosmologies with necessary modifications
demanded by  self-ronsefency and  adwances of  knowledpe.
Whitehead affempts fo appreciate this evident and yef, much
incomprehensble fact of our world's complicated solidarity and
pontinual fluency within the framework of such an oripinally
transformed paradigm. Whitehead's own task in the Prooss
and Reality, in fact, is to project the confusion of the two
pemologies info the new cosmwlogy by unifying the strucfures
of the efficient couse and the fnal couse of an actual enfity
which iz the mes verz in the philosophy of orpanism. One is the
process of the frapsifion in an actual enfity, and the ofher is
the process of the concrescence within it Both are fwo modes
of one process, rather than fwo processes in one actual entify.
As for the mode unificafion issue, there hawe been a number of
different inferprefations. Scholaps surh as W, A, Christian and
I. Leclere assert contrary wiews to the unification of these twm
modes in one process. They fend fo fawer the concrescence of
an actial enfify o the fransifion of if. If is rafher concerning
fo ohserve that such inferprefations are regarded as g kind of
an orthodox doctrine of Whiteheads owm unificafion of the
effident cause and the final cause in the philosophy of
orpanism.

Priovitizing the final cause in an actual entity can lead the
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philosophy of orgamism fo private subjectiviem, hence solipsism
which Whitehead never infended fo infroduce info the new
poemology. As for the interprefation issue, Whitehead as well as
ofher interprefers are responsble for causing the unintended
infricacy fo am exfent becarse Whitehead himeelf adopted the
fradifional philosophical concepts without elaborafing crifical
refllections. For example, those concepts such as subject, object,
acfuality and potenfialifty used in the philosophy of organism
are derived from the fraditional substance metaphusics. They are
ot necessarily the neotral philesophical fools which the new
posmology can conveniently adopt.

This paper argues that the efficient cause in an actual entity
should be restored in the philosophy of orpanism, and that this
restoration should be achieved by removing the fraditional
corcepte from the philosophy of orpanism I we adbete purely
to  Whiteheads own concepts such as  subject, supetfect,
objectification, fhe philosophy of organism would restore the
efficient cause in an actual entify. As a result, a balanced
understanding of the unification of the efficdent cause and the
final cause in an actual enfify enables the philosophy of
opganism fo achieve the fask in the preface of Process and
Heality, which iz to fuse the andent cosmology and the 17th
Cenfory  oosmolopy, Consequently, the philossphy of orpanism
woild provide a lopical, consistent, applicable, and adequate
means in elucdafing our worlds complicated solidarity and
ontinual fluency.

The arpument in this paper is structured as follows: Fipetly,
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it evaluafes the mechanisme underlving Whiteheads confusion of
the two afwementioned cosmwlopies into his unique philossphy
of orpamism  Secondly, it deliberafes fhe inferprefation issue
srppornding the structore of the confusion process by revewing
9. numher of confrasting postions faken hy some of fhe
eminent scholars. Thirdly, it reinvigorafes the discussion on the
tao-cosmology-confusion process in particolar reference fo the
ponfrasting views reflected above in the second part. Fourthly
and finally, having identified and established structural flaws
or incoherence in lopics of arpument either in ofher inferpreters
views of even in Whitehead's own project, the paper concludes
by propesing possible alternafives of even unconventional views
in commanding a perepective on the worlds solidarity and
fluency problems.
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Whitehead’s Philosophy of Organism
and Modern Life Science

CHOI, Sarg Kyun UeurgSarDe Research Inetite)

This study examines various life phenomens of the modern
life sciemce in wiew of Whiteheads philosophy of orpanism,
which inteprafes theoties of physics and biology, in an affempt
to identify coherent aspects between the philosophy of orpanism
and modern life sclence. Whitehead adwocated his philosophica
thinking based on fhe prounds of modern sdence which s
referred to as the philosophy of orpamiam. Understanding the
nature and the world g8 an orpanism has been princpally
the basie of the propress in medern biolopy, the theoty of
ewvolution in particodar, and the recent propress in physice such
as the theory of relativify, quanfum mechanics, and feld
theoty.

Whitehead's philosophy of orpanism offers 2 number of
renewed  and  sipnificant  suppestions in exploving the life
existence in which meny of his ideas exposed a remarkable
wngstency with life phenomena authenticated by the findings
of medern life scdence. For instance, his notion, conders of bf
of liwing organism s highly analogous fo the penefic structure
of a2 chromosome in 4 cell with respect fo ifs lopic and
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pomposition. Moreover, serial ordering in Whitehead's penetic
theory shows characferistics consistent with empirical findings.

In Whiteheadian perspective, the dichotomy thaf divides a
living organism and an inorganic substance is unnecessary. But
rather, he asserts that the living or the dead are a society that
refain 4 cerfain structure. This paper focuses on the orpanic
universal and svstematic views of the world shaped by the
empirical findings of modern life science, and highlights that
these are essenfially in the same wein as the core elements of
the philesophy of oreanism.
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