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- ABSTRACT -
The Abstractness of Actual Entity
in A. N. Whitehead's Philosophy of Organism

Park, Bang Tae

All thoughts are doamed o be atstract This is because the comtents of
ot expetiences are dynamic while the concepts are satic. However, unless
the concepts are schematized we are not able to encounter the concrefeness
of our experiences. In thiz respect, the comceptual scherme shou/d be
sitstantially applied o our experences. Such an empiniel requirement s
of wital tnportance to Whitehead's *philosophy of otganisn’, which oo is
a syefem of coneepts in ifself Whitshead's owm measute of criticiam, "the
tallacy of misplaced concrefeness’. has been applied fo empitical fests in
many felds of thought, mcluding the scence and philosophy of the 17h
Cenfury in particufar.

Then, what about his owm concepial scheme? Whitthead's scheme that
affenple fo descibe the whele realim of ot eXperiences may omly he
examined by means of his own measure of oificten. In this paper. we
quesficn the abstraciness of Whitehead's scheme by the measuwe of the
fallacy of rmisplaced concrefeness. The noficn of "actual enfify” is the focal
thesis of debate, as this notion signifies the only kind of acfualifies that the
world is composed of, in the philosophy of organism.

The coneepts of actual enfity, together with nexus and sociefy, are put o
the test with reference to the fallacy of tmisplheed conoefeness and the
consequent safisfactory assessment forfifies that his scheme is nof an
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absiract one. However, in evaluafing the concrefeness of Whitehead's
philoscphy of orgenism one is faced with two fwrther important
justificafion  jssues:  independent walidation and applimbility fo  our
EXpetien oes

E. H. Kintall contends that unless Whitthed's theory of perception
seciires an independent validation the concreteness of hiz scheme presents
a pefifio principll. Then, how is the walidation achjeved? This catmeof be
answered by any raficnal inference becanse if is nof a logical problem, tut
a pracical one.

In pusuing the practical formulation of validation, the Whiteheadian
eoneeptual scheme must be wigorously drven and applied fo fhe limits of
all experiential spheres. Thiz tnay be the only sound way fo mguire fnio
the concrefeness of the Whifsheadian =cheme, and fo approach the
oonarefeness of our oW eXperiences.

The paper is pressnfed in the following sequence. Firstly, R. L. Fetr's
gitique to the absfraciness of actia] enfity i= infroduced, followed by F. B.
Wallack's alfermafive wews fo Felr's crifique in the second part Thirdly,
the comcepts of ‘nexusy and ‘sociefy’ in the confext of philosophy of
organizn are elicidated it coherence with the comespt of actual entity.
Finally, the concrefeness of actual enfity iz examined on the grounds of
Whitehead's own  theoty of percepfion. In conclusion, Whitehead's
philoscphy of organism, founded on the conceptual basis of acfial entity,
nexus and soclety, is neifher a dualistic nor a reductionistic scheme
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Theories of Plato’s eidps - Individual Things
and Whitehead’s Eternal Object - Actual Entity

firn, Eun-Joong

The origin of Whitthead's oificimns on the substapesatfibuie
structite and the fallacy of misplaced concreteness lies in Plato's dualism
of eidpsmatier or eidos-individual things.

The Oresk thinking invited ousis-property scheme in elucidating
individual things through the use of predicafions, and Plato adopted if to
develop etdos-individual things system. Asistofle, then, succeeded and
expanded 1t as gidpy reduction theoty. This Ime of fradition has evalved
into the problem of mind-body dualism m modem philosophy. Whitehead,
however, indicates the sphere of mind o eidos from iz reduction
process as the fallacy of misplaced conarefensss.

Whitehead atfernpts to resolve the fallcy by infroducing the concepts
of actual enfity apd efernal objest He sfrives fo recfify Phin's
eidos-individual things scheme by refterating that the actual enfity 5 prior
to the dualistic scheme of mentality and matedality. Flto's eidos-
individual things systen is deducfive m which many come from one,
whereas Whitehead's becomning of actual enfity is inductive in which one
canes from many. Whitchead eliminates the elements of inevitability b
saying that the act of choosing ame depends upon the choice fthat the
actua] enfity makes. In confrast to Plato’s eidor which 1s the onfological
groupd of parficnfar things, Whitehead's efemal object iz the pofentility
for the actual enfify. Thete subsists a presence of reality in Plafo's eidos
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in thiz respect Whitchead, howewer, does not infroduce the semse of
tealify fo the concept of efetpal object, which allows one fo remain
independent from the deductive thinking confornity that consfains
philosophers.

Whitehead aserts that the Jmowledge of efernal object is realized
through the abstraction from concrete things, rather than by recollecting
ot hypothesizing as in Platonic fradifion. In sitntnary, the Whiteheadian
theory of achial enfity-efernal object primarly atfenpts fo rectify the
fallacy of misplaced econcrefeness fhat originafes fram the Flatanic
tradition of dualism. Furthermaore, it seelz 2 way fo unify the dwalisn of
substanceatinbute.
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Rationality of Prediction
in Hiume and Whitehead

Mun, Chang-Ok

Hume viewed that we could not rationalize the predicfion of fufure
mafral evente in fepms of mduciive inference by amerfing that the
induction iz based on the assumpfion of the unifornity of natie while this
uniformity itself can never be rafionally justified.

Whitehead comsfructed his own  cosmology  through  maginafive
peneralization and regarded this unifonmity as belonging to the order of our
cognic epoch. Hence, assuming his comnology and fnsofar as the events
are held within our cosnic epoch, we are able fo rafionally justify the
mnducfive inference and i consequence, the prediction.

Whiteheads cosmology is justified in wirtue of ifs Jogical consistency,
cohetence, applicability and adequacy. This enhancss the fact that in
acoepiing hiz cosmology there are more ofher bases than just our pure
pevchological reasoms upon Which the rmfiomality of induefion  and
predicfion depends. The induction and the prediction, thus, do not hold its
gonnd solely on owr beliefs as in Hutpes asserfion. In fhis sense, if is
viewed that Whitehead advanced Hume's sceptiml conclusion about the
inducfion and the prediction by falking more diverse atiibufes info
consideration.

On the ofther hand, however, Whitchead mainfained that our sosmic
epoch ftself s historic and confingent rather than efemnal and necessary.
This Whiteheadian framewark does not allow rational predicfion of any
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evenfs outside ot commic epoch. And in this aspect of prediction
Whitehead unequivocally accepted Hume's assertion.

In condusion, Whitebead did nof submit famely fo Hume's view nor
sumounted it complefely. He, as it were, agread o Hume's sceptical
concusion at the mefaphysdml level, while he advanead 1t at the
cosnologial one

148 Wun, Chneg-Ck



Zen—Thoughts
in the Philosophy of Whitehead

Gomok

The uffimmate aim «f the philosophy of Whitehead is deification. One of
the tnplimfions of fhiz amerfion m Whitcheadian femns is that each and
every enfity 1s in the midst of the fraifl direcied fowards the Wisdan of
God in a microscopic process.

Whitthead doss ot pecesmnly equate God with oreativity. But mther,
by allowing the concepiial acfivities of God as a creafure of creativity, he
provides an imporfant pesage to resolve conflicts betwean anfithelic views
about God and hamnomize confrasfing posifions. Moreover, such an
appreach to the understanding of God endures an wiimate campletensss of
a hiuman being af the highest level of spitifiality. Man, with his incomplete
Imowledge understands things from limited perspectives. God, however, is
a pessessar of frie knowledge who undersfands all things and phenamena
with canplefensss. In such Whiteheadran wew Christ or Buddha s God

The consequent natue of Geod iz femporal, finife and copscous. The
primordial mafure of God is atenporal, infinfle and unconscious. mperfect
knowledge divides fthis confrast mio conflicing fwo, tut God with
complete knowledge brings the two together as one and provides a passage
for mutual understanding. Diversiies of the phenomenal world should not
be approached simply as differenfialz of various sitiational aspects. But it
needs to be viewed as an dabomte eXpresgon of facdes onenes. The
Buddhisf idems fram "Thres sead wisdom(ZHBEE)" o "Four wisdam(UE )"
are the eyuvalence of wisdom of God: Divesity iz the diversty of
oneness, oneness s the oneness of diversity.
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What is Time in the Yiing?
-A Comparative Stedy with Whiteheadian “‘Bpochal Theory of Time'-

Chang, Woneuk

The coneept of fitne prowides one of the most thought-provoling theses
of detate when a comparafive study s underfaken befween process
thoughts and Fastern philosophy. Steve Odin afiempts the discusson
Frocess Metipfosics amd  Hug-wn Buwlffitsm by arguing that, despife
sfriking stmetural similarifies befween process metaphysics and Buddhism,
the coneept of fime in wiew of the two distinet fraditions infroduces some
significant discrepandies. Af the core of the argument, Hua-yen Buddhism
perceives fime 2z swmmeltical and ordic, wheeas process mefphsics
wiews It as asymmetrical, advancing and cmmulative.

Such confrary percepfions fresent metaphysical as well as sodgal
implications in understanding and analyzing the comcept of fitne. The eydlic
understanding of fime only endures the future repefition of the past, hence
it allows no freedam for making fufire chojces. On the ofher hand, the
asymmetrical understanding allows one to advance and oeate the future
since it peteeives that the fufure i not defernintstic, even if the pest may
trapsmit i the present day events.

What, then, iz fine in the Confucan fradifion? This paper affenpis fo
analyze the Confucian concept of fime revealed in the andent Chinese
dassic of tmosformation, Yiwg(ER), and amns o confritute to the
ongoing inferculfural debate on the comcept of time by making relevant
commpatizons wth A N Whitthead's Epochal Theory of Time, and
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identifying the underlying commeon features and discrepandies. The paper is
otganifed as follows:

Charles Harthshom valles Whitehead's agyrmmetrical understanding of
fime ax one of the most significant confributions to the history of Wesfern
philesophy. Whitchead's fitne theory, seen in his lafe masterpieces, suggests
an afonic slocession as a quantum coneept of fime. In the frsf section of
thiz paper, I have ascerfained the evolfionary process fram the concept of
eonfinity of titne to the atomicity of time

The second secfion reflects the Confucian wiew bty infroducing the key
concepts of fitne in the classic of Yifing The nuclear ideas i fhis Easfemn
dassic are synmarnzed by a2 few Chinse dhamdes mch as Iyon(E),
hwalfls), fonglER), Dvon-tong (). The underlving notions of these ferms
denote transformation and continuity. In my analvsizs, bvon iz miepreted as
‘disconfinucus change’ and fomg as “confinuity’. Thus the concept of
Dyon-tong I dedueed as an odymoron which [iterally franslates as
discontimuous continuity. The concept of Ivon-tomg is most frequently used
in the Yifimg. The comfext of this noffon signifies flexible and adapfable
efficiency under the changing citewnstances.

Subsequent fo the independent anabmes of the abowe fwo disfinet
fradificns, a link befween the key concepts fram the dassic of ¥img and
the Whiteheadian process thoughts has beep tnade in an attenpt fo mferpret
and deseribe the ¥ifimg comecept of tine in terms of “atormic succession of
time' ar "epochal tine’. Furthennare, this canparative analysis explores the
ecrmman features and discrepandes surrounding the concept of fime from
the perspectives of the two tradiffons. Several dinensions are used for the
comparafive purpese. Cotmmon  feafipes are  cafegorized under fhe
dirmensions of basic stricite of fitne, undersfanding of creafive hurman
matire and tattemn of oiwilizafion. By confrast, mofivation behind enquiny
info time, fime and efhics, context and methodology are the dimensions
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that expose same discrepancies.

The aswnmeitc understanding of time in Confudan fradifion exhibits
appatent sfructural distincfions from Hoz-ven Buddhist cwdlic under-
standing. Ciomsequen(y, the Confucian undersfanding of fine sfrongly
recognizes the fmportance of cumulative progression of human civilizations.
Henee, it enforces the liferate (or the Jeding groups in sodety) with sense
of soclefa] tesponsitility o tmainfain and cteate fradition and oufture. This
Confucian vieW seams much analogous to Whittheadian philosophy that
depicts man as a befng that advenfires info creafive advanoement of
gvilizations, given the human lnifaficns on the grounds of cumuative
understanding of time.

The mofivation behind the werk of the ancient dassic, Yifing, is tmote
pragmatic than that of the philosophy of Whitehead. The Yifimg has been
uzed ax a pracficl reference applicable to dafly reality, the applicafions of
which include foremsfing the fufre events, or referencng o flexible and
adapfable efficiency under the changing ciremnsfanees in real [ife.
Thetefore, from the mofivational perspecfive, if iz comparable fo the
Whiteheadian enquiry info tine which aims at esfabiishing the theories of
mefaphysial principles and eamplefing his speculative philosophy. From
the pragmatic point of wiew, the issis of mdividual or sociefal ethics,
applicable to dafly reality, on the basis of the Whiteheadian theory of fitne
termains to be further stidied.
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